ALBANY COUNTY FIRE DISTRICT 1
FEDERAL WILDLAND FIRE DEPLOYMENT AND REIMBURSEMENT AGREEMENT
This Agreement is entered into between Albany County Fire District 1 (“District”) and the undersigned firefighter (“Firefighter”) regarding participation in deployments to wildland fires for which reimbursement is anticipated from the federal government or another responsible agency.
1. Purpose
The District’s wildland fire deployment program is intended to provide participating firefighters with opportunities to:
· Maintain and enhance required firefighting qualifications;
· Gain valuable wildland firefighting experience and training; and
· Receive financial benefits associated with eligible deployment work.
Participation in this program is subject to the requirements and conditions contained in this Agreement.
2. Firefighter Reimbursement
The Firefighter acknowledges and understands that the District anticipates reimbursing participating firefighters at a rate of approximately 75% to 90% of the applicable firefighter payment received by the District for eligible wildland fire deployments, subject to the District’s policies, applicable agreements, allowable costs, and final reimbursement received.
The Firefighter further understands and agrees that:
1. Payment to the Firefighter is dependent upon reimbursement to the District from the federal government or other responsible agency.
2. The District may issue partial or interim payments when appropriate; however, final payment to the Firefighter will not be made until the District receives final payment/reimbursement from the federal government or responsible agency.
3. There is no guaranteed timeline for the District to receive final reimbursement. Federal reimbursement may take an extended period of time.
4. The Firefighter understands that participation in a deployment does not create an obligation for the District to advance funds that have not been received or otherwise approved for payment.
5. The Firefighter shall not expect Albany County taxpayers or District taxpayers to bear the financial responsibility for unreimbursed federal wildland fire deployment expenses or payments.
By signing this Agreement, the Firefighter expressly acknowledges the potential delay between completion of a deployment and receipt of final payment.
3. Requirements Prior to Deployment
Before accepting or being dispatched to a federal wildland fire assignment, the Firefighter is responsible for ensuring that all required qualifications, certifications, records, and documentation are current, complete, and properly recorded with the District.
This includes, as applicable:
· Current wildland firefighting qualifications and certifications;
· Required training and qualification records;
· MASA enrollment/documentation;
· Workers’ Compensation documentation or coverage requirements; and
· Any other records or documentation required by the District, dispatching agency, state, or federal government.
A Firefighter who does not have the required documentation and qualifications properly recorded may be ineligible for deployment.
4. Requirements Following Deployment
Upon returning from a federal wildland fire assignment, the Firefighter is responsible for promptly completing and submitting all required paperwork and supporting documentation to the District.
Unless otherwise directed by the District, all required paperwork must be completed and submitted within seven (7) calendar days of returning from the assignment.
Required documentation may include, but is not limited to, time records, incident documentation, travel records, receipts, equipment records, reimbursement documentation, and any other forms required for the District to properly submit its reimbursement request.
The Firefighter understands that incomplete, inaccurate, or late documentation may delay or prevent reimbursement to the District and, consequently, may delay or affect payment to the Firefighter.
5. Financial Responsibility
The Firefighter acknowledges that this program is intended to operate using funds received through eligible wildland fire reimbursement and is not intended to create an additional financial burden upon Albany County or District taxpayers.
Participation in the program does not guarantee that every cost, expense, hour, or requested amount will be reimbursed by the federal government or another responsible agency.
Payments to participating firefighters shall be subject to applicable laws, District policies, reimbursement agreements, and the amount ultimately determined to be eligible and payable to the District.
6. Firefighter Acknowledgment
By signing below, the Firefighter acknowledges that they have read and understand this Agreement and specifically understand that:
· Participation in federal wildland fire deployments is subject to applicable District requirements;
· All qualifications and required documentation must be current and properly recorded before deployment;
· All required post-deployment paperwork must be submitted within seven (7) calendar days of returning;
· Firefighter reimbursement is anticipated to be approximately 75% to 90%, subject to applicable reimbursement and District requirements;
· Final payment is dependent upon the District receiving final reimbursement from the federal government or responsible agency;
· No specific timeline for final payment is promised or guaranteed; and
· The program is intended to provide training, experience, qualification maintenance, and financial opportunities without shifting unreimbursed federal deployment costs to Albany County or District taxpayers.
I acknowledge that I have read, understand, and agree to the terms stated above.

Firefighter Printed Name: __________________________________________
Firefighter Signature: _____________________________________________
Date: ______________________________
Witness
Witness Printed Name: _____________________________________________
Witness Signature: ________________________________________________
Date: ______________________________

